A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.                         65

guage taught them from the gods ; and by which
they pretended, after muttering over them some
unsignifying significations, to utter some answers
to any difficulties proposed to them; and then
sending their votaries into the wilderness, they
would set them to search for the same divine cha-
racters ; which after long looking for, they would
find upon some stone, or post, or tree, and come
home in raptures for the discovery.

Others of these divine magicians, or diviners
rather, woulcTclamber up to the top of the pyramids,
whose immense height we have such certain ac-
counts of, as may make the climbing up seem in-
credible, whatever else may not be so. Yet here
they went to make observations, and calculations
of the heavenly motions, some say; but according
to others, to make their conjurations, their sacred
retreats, and to carry on the delusion of conversing
with the gods.

Here also they cut their diabolical marks, which
the Egyptians call the sacred characters, which they
left behind them, indeed, in the stone upon the
upper flat of the pyramid; for according to the
learned Greaves, the summit of the pyramid was
not a point, as the top of a spire, or as representing
a flame, and which by its great height it seemed
to be; but the uppermost parts formed a plain,
which Stephanus in his comment, supplying the
defect in Herodotus, makes to be eight orgyise,
which again, according to Suidas, is a fathom, or
six foot; so that the plain on the top of the pyra-
mid must be eight fathom square; others report it
to be nine foot only, though I think the former
more probable.

But be that as it will, here, it is certain, they
made, or found made by others, certain dark,
mystic, and, as they pretended, sacred characters,
whose significations were represented by the priests